Biomass Conference and Study Tour at the Centre for Alternative Technology 
Cynhadledd a Thaith Astudio Biomas yng Nghanolfan y Dechnoleg Amgen

14th & 15th May 2007                         14 ac 15 Mai 2007
The Centre for Alternative Technology in association with MSc Architecture: Advanced Environmental and Energy Studies (University of East London) is hosting this conference, which aims to provide information on the rapidly expanding area of biomass energy and its importance as a viable renewable energy resource. It will explore the benefits of biomass energy ranging from: climate change, energy production, carbon dioxide emissions, fuel crops and waste reduction. Leading researchers and experts from the UK and Europe will be presenting their work, with a discussion forum at each session. 

Presentations include
Welcome from Mike Thompson. MSc Programme Leader. 
Opening Address from Mick Bates AM Chair of National Assembly Sustainable Energy Group.

Biomass resources in the UK and Europe, The processing of biomass from forest / field to consumer, biomass crops, Combined Heat and Power, developing small and medium scale wood fuel supply chains and current funding support for biomass related projects. 
Speakers Include
Andy Hall. (Forestry Commission Research.) Biomass Resources.

David Hood (Centre for Alternative Technology) CAT’s  biomass  heat systems, woodchip and pellet. New combined heat and power plant. 
Marcus Huhtinen. (North Carelia University, Finland. Forest resource assessment using Global Information Satellite Systems.
Duncan Kerridge (Dulas Engineering Ltd Energy Saving Service Company. Renewable energy Supply Schemes ESCo.)
Fiona McPhie (Northern Woodheat)

Mike Pitcher (Wood Energy Business Grants and Finance for Biomass energy projects)

John Valentine, (IGER). Short Rotation Coppice Willow and Miscanthus Trials 
James Walmsley, (Bangor University) Restoring Forest Soil Fertility after forest residue removal.
Northern Wood Heat, wood fuel supply chains. Speaker tba. 
Provisional speakers.

Gernod Bilke, Eberswalde Forest Institute. Biomass research in North East Germany. Joe Bray, Biomass Research. Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution. .Gwyn Jones, Tillhill Forestry. Wood fuel bales from forest residue for Shotton Combined Heat and Power Plant.
Conference Venue: Centre for Alternative Technology, Machynlleth, Wales, on 14th May 2007, with an optional study tour of biomass energy sites on 15th May 2007. For further information and booking details please contact the Course Administrator on 01654 705981 or visit  www.cat.org.uk/courses
Centre for Alternative Technology and Graduate School of the Environment

Preliminary Details of Biomass Conference and Speakers

Date. 14th May 2007. Centre for Alternative Technology, Straw Bale Theatre.

Registration 8.45-9.10
Chair

Tim Helweg-Larsen

09.10-09.15. Welcome from Mike Thompson, 

 Head of Graduate School of the Environment.

09.15-09.30. Opening address from Mick Bates AM. Lib Dem Assembly Member for Montgomeryshire. Chair National Assembly Sustainable Energy Group (NASEG)

09.30-10.0. Biomass woodchip and pellet heating systems at CAT and proposed combined heat and power plant for new WISE project.                     

David Hood CAT

10.00-10.30. Developing small and medium scale wood fuel supply chains.         

Fiona McPhie Northern Wood Heat/Highland Birchwoods.

010.30-11.0. Heat and Energy Supply Contracts.                                                

Duncan Kerridge. Dulas Engineering Ltd.

011.00-11.30. COFFEE.

011.30-12.0 Willow for Wales, Helyg I Cymru. Research into the potential of Willow and Miscanthus as a biomass crop in Wales.                                                             

John Valentine. Grasslands Research Institute.

01200-1230 Premapping forest biomass harvesting areas using Global Information Technology, and the utilisation of small scale trees, branches and stumps as biofuel.                                                                                           Marcus Huhtinen. Joensuu University, Finland.

01200-1300 Financing Biomass energy project from fuel supply to end user, some experiences and lessons learned in Wales.                                           

 Mike Pitcher. Wood Energy Business

01300-1400 LUNCH.

01400-1430. Forestry Commission research into forest fuel resources and potential fuel supply and wood fuel production.                                                                     

Andy Hall. Technical Development, Forestry Commission.

01430-1500. Shotton Combined Heat and Power Plant and developing supply technology and logistics.                                                                                         Gwyn Jones. Harvesting Manager, UPM Tilhill 

01500-1530 Forest Residue Harvesting, impacts on forest productivity and nutrient cycling.                                                                                                 James Walmsley. Bangor University.

01530-1600 TEA.

01600-1630. Penpont Estate, Case History. Biomass district heating and fuel supply, some experiences and lessons learned.

Gavin Hogg. Penpont Estate.

1630-1700 One further presentation to be announced due to cancellation of agreed speaker.

1700   CLOSE
Centre or Alternative Technology and Graduate School of the Environment

Biomass Conference Site Visits Tuesday 15th May 2007

A day of site visits will follow on from the conference. The coach will leave CAT car park at 0845 hours on Tuesday 15th May 2007. A packed lunch will be provided.

The sites visited will be as follows:-

1. Grasslands Research Institute. IGER. The Institute is carrying out research into the potential for willow and miscanthus to provide a viable biomass fuel crop for Wales.

2. Forest site in the mountains above Aberystwyth producing woodchip from forest harvest co products.

3. Lunch at Aberaeron Harbour.

4. Small district heating installation at Ceredigion Council Offices, Penmorfa in Aberaeron.

5. Urban biomass boiler installation using woodchip, in Eco-friendly recycling outlet, Aberystwyth.

Estimated time of return to CAT is 17.30. Delegates can be dropped off at Aberystwyth or Machynlleth train stations if required.

Early booking advised as numbers on site visits restricted. 

The site visits have been funded by Wood Fuel Powys, a Glasu (LEADER +) project in Powys.  For more information see www.glasu.org.uk
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